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in the Concan, and here there were none; but we
heard occasionally a few with wild abrupt notes,
and saw soms with lovely plumage.
It will readily be believed that at the hills wild
animals are not rare; cheetahs, or panthers, hyenas,
and jackals, begin to prowl about at sunset; pet
dogs are not unfrequently carried off by the
panthers. Tigers, though by no means common, are
occasionally * marked down/ when the gentlemen go
out on foot after them with beaters, sometimes to the
number of a hundred, and the sportsmen are occa-
sionally successful in bringing back a large royal
tiger, or more frequently a cheetah. One year when
we were at the hills, an acquaintance of mine was
riding on one of the beautiful roads, when suddenly
his horse stopped, and to his great surprise he saw a
tiger descending a high bank into the road, it looked
at the rider and horse for one minute, then slowly
crossed over and disappeared in the jungle.
Snakes are more common than tigers. At the
hills, there are long bright green ones: these often
cling to the boughs of trees, and I have seen one dart
down from a tree into the verandah of a bungalow,
where two servants were sitting. It was soon killed.
There is a small dark snake, called the carpet snake;
it often enters houses, and being of the same colour
as the mats, when lying on the floor, it is not always
visible. I nearly trod on one once, under these
circumstances.
Considering the number of these reptiles, it is
astonishing how the natives, whose feet are only
protected by slippers, escape being bitten. In our